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SER M ON 


Preached before hy Honou rable 


HOUSE of COMMONS 


"© INE 3 


S „ Alus garer s W miſs, | 


UPON 


N Fp the 11th * of February 1757 


Sabbati, 12 Die Februarii, 1757. 


Ordered, 

That the Thanks of this Houſe be given 
to the Rev. Doctor Taylor, for the Sermon 
by him preached Veſterday before this Houſe, 
at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, and that he be 
deſired to print the fame ; and that Mr. Y- 
naſion, Mr. Hill, and the Lord Carysfort do 
acquaint him therewith. 


J. Dyson, Cl. Dam. Cam. 


S ER M ON 


Preached before the Honourable 


HOUSE of COMMONS 


AT 
St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, 
UPON 


Friday the 11th Day of February 1757, 


BEING 


The Day appointed by Proclamation for a GENERAL 
FasT T Humiliation before Almighty God, to be 
obſerved in a moſt Devout and Solemn Manner, by 
ſending up Our Prayers and Supplications to the Divine 
Majeſty: 

For obtaining Pardon of Our Sins, and for averting thoſe 
heavy Judgments which Our manifold Provocations have 
moſt juſtly deſerved; and imploring His Bleſſing and 

Aſſiſtance on the Arms of His Majeſty by Sea and Land, 
and for reſtoring and perpetuating Peace, Safety, and 
Proſperity to Himſelf, and to His Kingdoms. 


By FOHN TAYLOR, LL. D. 
CHANCELLOR of the Dioceſe of LINCOLN. 


LUO ND © N: 


Printed for C. BaTavrsT, oppoſite St. Dunſtan's Church, 
Fleet-Street. M. DCC. LVII. 
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1 | 


JUDGES XX. 23. 


And the Children of Iſrael went up, and — 
before the Lord until Even, and aſked Coun- 
ſel of the Lord, ſaying, Shall I go up again 
to Battle againſt the Children of Benjamin, 
my Brother ? and the Lord ſaid, Go up 
againſt him. 


HE preſent Occaſion of our Aſſem- 

. bling ourſelves together may not in all 
reſpects agree with the Circumſtances of the 
Children of 1/rael, at that Period of their 
B Hiſtory, 


| 
| 
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Hiſtory, from whence the words of my Text 


are taken: We may not exactly repreſent. 


them in the nature of their Diſpute, or in the 
condition of the Adverſary : But their Beha- 
viour in that Situation draws us ſomewhat 
near together. They webt and faſted until 


Even, and aſked Counſel of the Lord, ſaying, 


Shall I go up to Batth againſt my Enemy ? 
And God grant, that the Setivuſheſs of this 
Day's Devotion may warrant me to draw the 
remaining lines of the Reſemblance, and give 
me Aſſurande to fiiſh the Picture in the 
Words and N of the "ew, Go up 


W e e > 


But whatever {hall be alike of the Like- 
ak the Leſſon to be drawn from their Gir- 
cumſtances is worth our Attention. Common 
Experience and a {mall Acquaintance with 
Hiſtory will aſſure us, that the Event of every 
Battle is not always with the Wiſdom of Coun- 


fels, or the Arm of strength: and the parti- | 


ns ar Hiſtory deſete+ us will inform us alſo, that 


it 


St. Margaret's MWeſtminſter. 7 
it is not always with the Juſtice of the Quar- 
rel. For though the Children of IJ/rael acted 
upon the faireſt Principles, and moreover 
ſeemed to go up to Battle under the Engage- 
ments of Providence, yet God, who knows 
the proper ſeaſon of accompliſhing his Pur- 
pole, and of making good his Word, for a- 
while with-held his Countenance, till after 
Forty Thouſand of Thoſe, that drew the 


Sword, were ſlain, even of Thoſe, to whom 
He had given a Commiſſion to draw it. 


And this ſhould lead us therefore to con- 
ſider and lament that unhappy Situation, where 
the Duty we owe to ourſelves and our Coun- 
try, and the Preſervation of our juſteſt Rights, 
may poſſibly be attended with the moſt un- 
welcome Circumſtances. For Victory, with 
all it's Bleſſings in the Concluſion, will. ſome- 
times like Old Age, which is accounted to 
have it's Bleſſings alſo, make us look back 
with a hollow Eye, upon thoſe Means, which 
have impoveriſhed our Spirits; have drained 


B 2 our 
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our Blood, and ſhaken the Sinews of our 
* 


It is upon theſe Reflections, har We are 
conducted from Diſtreſs to Duty; and from 
the doubtful Iſſues of War, and the certain 
Effects of it's Calamity, to caſt upon God, in 
the moſt ſerious manner, that in the Abun- 
dance of his Loving-Kindneſs, He would be 
pleaſed to faſhion the Event of the one, and 
ſoften the Rigours of the other. And for this 
purpoſe We are commanded by Authority, 
to examine every one the Secrets of his own 
Boſom, to bewail the many Articles of our 
private Tranſgreſſions, which have now ſwell- 
ed to a popular Account, and to reſtrain, if 
poſſible, that Deluge of Ungodlineſs, which 
has riſen above meaſure, and covered the face 
of the Land. | cect 


It has bank a Subject of Inquiry, how and 
with what Propriety a whole Nation can be 


ſaid to ſin and to ſuffer; how the F aults of 
8 * private 
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private People can mix with the Fate and In- 
tereſts of Government; and with what Degree 
of Juſtice the Enormities of one Age ſhall be 
avenged upon another : not proſecuted with 
the Eagerneſs of human Judgments, but trea- 
ſured up for a third or fourth Generation, In 
which Speculations, though much has been 
well obſerved, yet much muſt be left alſo for 
the Diſcoveries: of that Day, when God will 
-not only diſcloſe the Secrets of Mens Hearts, 
but thoſe alſo of his own moſt juſt and * 


cious Admini ſtration. 


Civil Society, a a great Writer of Anti- 
quity in Words not unlike thoſe I make 
uſe of, however complicated in it's Texture 
and Materials, yet preſerves all the Ideas of 
Vnity and Continuity with the moſt philoſo- 
phical Exactneſs. He obſerves moreover, that 
one and the ſame Perſon, in the Compaſs of 
a very few Years, when viewed in the differ- 
ent lights of Youth and Age, after Paſſions 


2 plutarch. de ſera Numinis vindicta. 
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and Infirmities ſhall have altered the Com- 
plexion of his Blood, and Follies and Irreſolu- 
tions have unſettled the Baſis of his Temper, 
ſuch a one ſhall diſcontinue inſenſibly all the 
Notions of Sameneſs, and be ſet at a greater 
Diſtance from himſelf, than many times can 
be apprehended in the Lineaments of a public 
Body, which has maintained it's Syſtem for a 
Courſe of many Centuries. Several Nations 
of the World are not better underſtood or re- 
membered by the Frame of their Conſtitution, 
than by the Complexion of their Manners ; 
thoſe National Ethics, which attend them as 


à People, and contribute to form a public 


Character. I ſhould perhaps be more eaſily 
underſtood, if I was to inſtance in the conſti- 
tutional Courage of a great Nation of the Old 


World, which has raifed them high in the 


Efteem and Judgment of Poſterity, and then 
obſerve a remarkable Contraſt in ſome of thoſe 
Nations They ſubdued, whoſe Effeminacy of 
Manners and Indolence of Temper were the 
ws Features, by which T hey choſe, and by 

which 
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which They continue, to be remembered. 
And not to go wide for Example, the reſtleſs 
Ambition of ſome of our Neighbours, the 
Jealouſy of one Nation, and the Inſincerity of 
another, are Titles interwoven into their pu- 
blic Conſideration. And, in conſequence of 
theſe Reflections, Who cannot figure to himſelf 
an induſtrious People, acting under all the Care 
and Circumſpection of a private Man, who ma- 
nages a ſmall Revenue to a good Advantage; 
and raiſing itſelf, upon the Maxims of Thrift 
and Oeconomy, into Credit and Reſpect? Or 
has not read, or remembered the large Domi- 
nions of others, either through a Canker which 
eats into an ill-gotten Fortune, or through the 
Waſte which attends a neglected one, moul- 
dring away by degrees, and the Houſe They 
inhabited, divided among Strangers ? 


To purſue this Scheme of Public, or Poli- 
tical Identity ; it is a Principle, not only fair 
in it's Concluſions, but a proper Baſis, on 
which many Acts of a public Nature are found- 

Ek ns ed. 
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which They continue, to be remembered. 
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nages a ſmall Revenue to a good Advantage; 
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has not read, or remembered the large Domi- 
nions of others, either through a Canker which 
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dring away by degrees, and the Houſe They 
inhabited, divided * * i 


To purſue this Scheme of Public, or Poli- 
tical Identity ; it is a Principle, not only fair 
in it's. Concluſions, but a proper Baſis, on 
which many Acts of a public Nature are found- 

* ed. 
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ed. To this We owe the Diſtin&ion of F A- 


milies, the Deſcent of Honours, and the En- 
nobling of Blood. The Man who ſerves his 
Country by his public Virtues, connects him- 
ſelf in a ſecret manner with the Perpetuity and 
Continuance of that Society which his Arms 
protected, or his Councils adminiſtered: But 
ſince, thro' the Condition of Mortality, and 
the frail State of human Nature, That ſingle 
Character is allowed only to act his Part, and 
then is heard no more; the Streams of Civil 
Society, while they keep on their Courſe down 
the Valley of Time, carry with them the 
Senſe and Memory of their Benefactors, and 
reflect the luſtre upon Thoſe who are left to 
repreſent them. In like manner the wiſeſt 
Governments have dealt with Crimes of a pu- 
blic Nature and Conſideration, and entailed 
upon Families the Blot of Infamy and Repro- 
bation, and all the Severities of Confiſcation 
and Attainders. It is fitting the Stain of Diſ- 


honour ſhould remain ſomewhere, while that 


Polity remains, which bears in it's Body the 


Wounds 
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Wounds and Bruiſes, the Marks and Circum- 
ſtances of the Offence. 


But public Societies moreover, as they act 
like Men in their ſingle and ſeparate Capacities, 
may in like manner with them be affected alſo. 
The Political Body, like the Natural, may be 
ſaid to enjoy the Comforts of Health, when it 
ſtands clear of all thoſe foul and unhappy Hu- 
mours, which contribute to the weakening, or 
convulſing, or any way endangering, the Con- 
ſtitution from within: and States muſt feel, like 
Individuals, when unavoidable Diſputes ſhall 
tend to interrupt a Correſpondence, which 
their Wants or Inclinations, the Circumſtance 
of Situation, or the Terms of Friendſhip ſhall 
lead them to cultivate from without. 


But above all the Inſtances which 1 | 
the Conſiderations of Man and Society, I come 
now to obſerve upon one which is perhaps 
of all the moſt ſtriking. Though there is an 
apparent Stability or Perpetuity in the Frame 
of moſt Governments, that We are acquaint- 
C ed. 
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ed with, yet there is a Period, beyond which 
they cannot paſs, and, in this Inſtance at leaſt, 
they do not differ from the Condition of Indi- 
viduals, but muſt die /ike Men *, and fall as 
one of the frail Subjects of Mortality. 


And here let me reſt for a Moment, whilſt 
every Man that hears me, ſhall put this ſerious 
Queſtion to his Conſcience and his Apprehen- 
ſions, M hat reaſon he has to conclude, that this 
Period is not wound up, nor this Day approach- 
ing? The Vulgar and the Hardened, the Diſ- 
ſipated and Thoughtleſs, may make light of 
theſe Fears; but to a ſober Judgment We 
ſeem to ſtand upon the Precipice-of a-whole 
Nation's Guilt, upon an Eminence to which 
We have been raiſed inſenſibly, by improving 


upon the Sins and Wickedneſſes of thoſe, who 


went before us. How bitter is the Reflection, 


to look upon ourſelves as a People, who in 


ſome degree may appear to have worn out the 
Patience and Long-ſuffering of God Almighty; 
* Palm Ixxxil. 7. 


and 


* „„ - 1 
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and to conſider, that poſlibly the laſt Wheel 


in the great Machine of Providence, which 
diſpoſes of the Kingdoms of the Earth, that 


levels one and raiſes another, has now begun 


its Motions ? It may be reaſonable to imagine, 


that the complicated Scenes of God's Judg- 
ments, under which this Nation groans at pre- 
ſent, may not be meant, as they ſometimes 
are, for the Acts of Tenderneſs, to call us to 


Amendment, but the Strokes of Juſtice to 
correct, and cut us off for our Inſenſibility. 
The Rebukes, with which the Hiſtory of this 


Nation ſo plentifully abounds, are ſo many 


Vials of God's Wrath poured upon us in a 
ſteady Courſe of Diſcipline: We have been 
delivered over from Fear to Fear, and diſtin- 

guiſhed by the Number, as well as Meaſure, 

of public Calamities. Every Viſitation look- 


ed terrible, till We found it the Prelude only 
of another more terrible than the former. The 


Lord hath not delayed to execute his fierce - 


Anger, as ſome Men count flackneſs +, but our 
+ 2 Pet. iii. 9. H 
C 2 Judg- 


| 
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Judgments, as well as our Sins, have been 
brought to account, and our Life, in the lan- 
guage of the Pſalmiſt, may be ſaid to have 
waxen old with Heavineſs *. Ita feri, ut ſe mori 


/entiat + was the Wantonneſs of Power in a 


Roman Emperor, who puniſhed all Offenders 
alike: and God grant that the Sins of this Peo- 
ple may not have made ſomething like this 
Sentence appear as an act of Juſtice now. 


To paſs by the melancholy Recital of | the 


laſt Age, I need not mention how We became 


a Bye-word among the Nations for trampling 
upon the Honours of the Crown, and all the 
Rights of Majeſty in the Perſon of a ſuffering 


Prince : or how God raiſed up an Inſtrument 


of Vengeance in the Perſon of one of his Sons 
and Succeſſors, to threaten the liberties of the 


People. It was in that Age that God's Judg- 


ments began to go forth in the words of the 
Prophet, like the Canker-Worm and the Cater- 


pillar t, and the Fire deſtroyed what the Pe- 


* Pſalm xxxi. 11, + Sueton. Calig. c. xxx, I Joel i. 4. 
ſtilence 


| 
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ſtilence had left. And laſtly, the Memory of 
Thouſands, almoſt the ſame Generation of 
Men, could recollect, that They had been 
twice upon the brink of Popery and Perdition. 
But to wave the beginning of Sorrows, the pre- 
ſent Century ſet out in a bloody and expen- 
five War with the ſame reſtleſs Enemy We are 
engaged with now : and before it could finiſh 
half it's courſe, thrice We have been inſulted 
with Invaſions, and as often diſturbed with 
Rebellions : Twice, and each time for a long 
continuance, have We felt the Apprehenſions 
of Famine, when God Almighty note us in 
our Herds and our Cattle, the Labourer 22 the 
Labour of his hands *, and the whole King- 
dom in the means of their Suſtenance. Nay 
even while I am ſpeaking, how many of the 
Poor are there that cry for want, and zhere is 
no Helper : that eat their Bread, I will not aſk 
by what kind of Weigbt, and drink up Water 
with Afloniſhment f? Who can forget that me- 
morable Year, which brought a Reproach up- 

„Hag. xi, 17. + Faint nt ar. + Fuck. iv. 16: 
on 
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on the Faith of Commerce, when our Credit 
and our Morals almoſt became Bankrupt to- 
gether, when the Seeds of Gaming, which have 
ſo miſerably diſtinguiſhed us ſince, ſeem to 
have taken root, and Avarice and Luxury were 
enflamed to a degree, unknown to former 
Ages the moſt luxurious and avaricious ? How 
often have We been alarmed with the Appre- 
henſions of Peſtilence at our very Gates? And 
very lately, when God aro/e to ſhake terribly 
the Earth *, and all Faces gathered blackneſs , 
it was then, I am loth to ſay for the firſt time, 
the Spirit of Devotion ſeemed to riſe high a- 
mong us, and our Sorrows kept ſome meaſure 
with our Sins: and yet, when the Danger be- 
gan to wear away in appearance, I fear to aſk 
the Queſtion, did not this People return to 
their Vices with the ſame Appetite as before, 
and make their Sins as memorable as their Re- 
pentance? Our Behaviour under one Judg- 
ment has called down the Vengeance of a 
ſecond : We have trod the melancholy Round 
of Suffering, Repenting, and Sinning : In every 


* Ifaiah ii. 19. + Joel ij. 6. 
1 Stage 
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Stage of our Afflictions the Hardneſs of our 
Hearts has kept pace with God's Judgments 
and (not to preſs upon the Sorrows of Princes 
which ſhould be as facred as their Crowns,) the 
Arm of God has been raiſed at laſt to reach us 
in a tender part, and ſmote an offending Peo- 


ple in the Firſi-born of the Kingdom. 


But as if the Chaſtiſement of God was not 
meant for Reproof ; as if the Sword was only 
drawn as a common and neceſſary Expedient 
between Nations, and no Edge was given it, but 
what the Parties in Diſpute were willing to al- 
low it; no Warning ſeems able to affect us: but 
the Sins of this People have the beſt Title to 
be eſteemed National, as any I ever heard of : 
are either Epidemic in the Practice on the one 
hand, or on the other, ſo black and corroſive, 
that no Wonder, if, when one Member ſuffers, 
all the Members ſhould ſuffer with it *, the whole 
Head ſhould be fick, and the whole Heart be 
faint T. 
x ® 1 Cor. xii. 26, + Iſaiah i. 5. 

Ot 
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Of the former ſort is that exceſſive love of 
Gaming, which, like a Ruſt, devours the 
Subſtance of thoſe who rejoice in a good 
Fortune, and is the ſcandalous Profeſſion of 
Many, who have none. It has been improved 
into Leſſon and Syſtem by Men of Skill and 
Experience: and with the Men of Leiſure, 
has paſt from innocent Amuſement into all 
the Depth and Refinement of Abſtraction. 
It has filled the Streets and Highways with 
Violence, effaced all Principles of Honour, 
except ſome Ideal ones of it's own Creation, 
and with an Inſult upon all Laws both Hu- 
man and Divine, and with ſome Reliſh of 


Idolatry, has broken in upon the Seaſons of 


Devotion : and leſt it ſhould not look Hea- 


ven in the Face with an Air of Defiance, it 
is made a neceſſary part of Education in Thoſe 
who are to take our Places. The continued 


Circle of Pleaſure in the eaſier part of the 


world, looks as if They affected or cared for 
no Lite but this: and the lamentable Hardneſs 
R 5 and 
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and Deſpair in the lower part of the People 
would make us believe, that God was never 
in their Thoughts *. Have no imported Sins of 
Darkneſs, the Abhorrence of Nature, gained 
ground upon our Morals : Offences that car- 
ry with the very mention of the Pollution, (if 
God's Word be true,) the Sound and Record 
of the very fierceſt of God's Judgments ? Or 
ſhall We conclude with the Scorner, that In- 
ſpiration is a Jeſt, and all the Records, which 
convey to us the Terms of Salvation, an Im- 
poſture ? For is not Blaſphemy and Prophane- 
neſs become almoſt the language of the Peo- 
ple? And I would aſk this Queſtion, with 
what Face We can tax the Church of Rome 
with grafting human Conceits upon the Word 
of God, while many among us are /aying the 
Axe to the very Root Þ of all Religion? And 
how ſtriking muſt the Reflection be, that 
this Country, the Glory and Perfection of re- 
formed Chriſtianity, has produced more ſhock- 
ing Inſults upon Revelation, more rancorous 
in their Malice, and more daring in their At- 


* Pſalm x, 4. + Matth. iii. 10. 
D tack 
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tack, than all the Nations of the Chriſtian 
World, when put together | 


But the Authority, which calls upon us to- 
day, to lament and put away our Offences, re- 
minds us alſo to implore the Favour of that 
Being, whoſe Mercy rejoiceth againſf Fudg- 
ment *; and that, not with the ceremonious 
and perhaps unſubſtantial circumſtances of 
one day's Humiliation, but with a new Heart, 
and new Purpoſes of Obedience ; not with 
that unavailing Sorrow and Dejection, which 
grieves for our Afflictions, and feels the ſting 
of our Tranſgreſſions, but with the Courage 


and Reſolution of a People determined to 
forſake them. 


This Day, We aſk the Lord, to go up with 
us to Battle, and give Succeſs to our Arms. 
We aſk it for the ſake of a whole People; for 
the ſake of that pure Religion, which God has 
planted among us; and for the fake of that 


* James xi. 13. 
3 Prince 
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Prince who was ſent to bleſs us, and has con- 
tinued to bleſs us, through the courſe of a mild 
and gracious Adminiſtration : That God would 

be pleaſed to make the Evening of his Days, 
as calm and ſerene, as the Courſe of them has 
been great and illuſtrious: a Prince who ne- 
ver drew the Sword for the purpoſes of Am- 
bition, but to maintain the liberties of Europe: 
Who has deſpiſed danger, and neglected his 
own Safety for the Safety of his People ; and 
never found an Enemy, but in the Enemies of 
his Country : Who was called to a Crown for 
our Preſervation, who has worn it with Lu- 
ſtre to himſelf, and conveys it with the faireſt 
Expectations to Poſterity : Who has ſeen his 
Years increaſing with the Wiſhes of his Peo- 
ple for their Continuance : and having reliev- 
ed us from the Doubts of a broken Succeſſion, 
and the Apprehenſions of a fatal one, has lived 
to ſee his Childrens Children *, and like a great 
Patriarch, is become the Father of many Ma- 
trons F. 


* Pſalm cxxviii. 7. + Gen. xvii. 4. 
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